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obscurity, when, there being a call for qualities of
more energy, indolent good-nature must fall back.
We are thrust out of notice by accident or misfor-
tunes. We are left behind by those with whom we
started on equal terms, and who, originally, perhaps
having less pretensions and fewer advantages, have
greatly outstripped us in the race of honour: and
their having got before us is often the more galling,
because it appears to us, and perhaps with reason,
to have been chiefly owing to a generous, easy,
good-natured humour on our part, which disposed
us to allow them at first to pass by us without jea-
lousy, and led us to give place, without a struggle,
to their more lofty pretensions. Thus we suffered
them quietly to occupy a station to which origi-
nally we had as fair a claim as they;' but, this
station being once tamely surrendered, we have
forfeited it for ever. Meanwhile our awkward and
vain endeavours to recover it, at the same time that
they show us to be not less wanting in self-knowledge
and composure in our riper years, than in our younger
we had been destitute of exertion, serve only to make
our inferiority more manifest, and to bring our dis-
content into the fuller notice of an ill-natured world,
which however not unjustly condemns and ridicules
our misplaced ambition.
It may be sufficient to have hinted at a few of
the vicissitudes of advancing life; let the reader's
own mind fill up the catalogue. Now the bosom is
no longer cheerful and placid; and if the counte-
nance preserve its exterior character, this is no
longer the honest expression of the heart. Prospe-
rity and luxury, gradually extinguishing sympathy,
and puffing up with pride, harden and debase the
fioul. In other instances, shame secretly clouds, and
remorse begins to sting, and suspicion to corrode,
and jealousy and envy to embitter. Disappointed

